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ARTICLE I:  Organizational Name

The corporate name of this organization shall be; Prairie Traditional Archers Club. It is a not-for-profit organization and business shall be conducted accordingly.

ARTICLE II:  Purpose

The purpose of the Prairie Traditional Archers Club (PTA) is to foster, expand and perpetuate the sport of traditional archery by establishing a forum for traditional archers to gather, share, shoot and teach traditional archery.

The PTA will conduct such programs as deemed appropriate by the President, Officers and members that further this purpose.  In addition, the PTA may conduct programs that promote archery as a whole, including youth education, competitive shooting and bow hunting.

ARTICLE III:  Officers

Section I Officer Selection

PTA officers shall be selected by membership vote at every other (odd year) annual January meeting. (See the section on voting procedure)  In the event an officer leaves the organization or is otherwise unable to perform his/her duties, the President and remaining officers shall appoint a replacement to serve until the next annual meeting vote.  

In the event the President is unable to complete his/her term, the Vice President shall assume the office of President and a replacement Vice President will be appointed following the above procedure.

The Term of service shall be for two (2) years which will generally run from election at an odd year January annual meeting to the next odd year annual meeting.

Section II Elected Officers

PTA club officers shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer, Range Captain, Target Captain, and Membership Officer.  In general, the PTA will follow Roberts Rule of Order insofar as voting, making of motions, introducing old and new business and general meeting conduct.  However, since the PTA is comprised of traditional archers, not parliamentary experts, the ruling of the President will be followed when the exact RRO procedure is unknown or deemed inappropriate by the majority of the club officers present, which must be a quorum of at least four officers.

Only one person per family may serve as an officer of PTA at a time.

Section III Board of Directors

PTA club officers shall be considered the Board of Directors and as such, each officer will have one vote to cast for club business.  A simple majority is required to affirm a vote. 

Section IV Officer Responsibilities

President: Shall preside over club meetings and may appoint chairpersons of standing and special committees.  The President plans the affairs of the club subject to advice and/or recommendation of the officers and active members in good standing.  

 The President may require written reports of club activities from the officers and committee chairpersons.

Vice President:  Shall assume the duties of President in his/her absence.  The Vice President may be assigned other duties by the President and shall be an automatic member of all standing committees. The Vice President shall be responsible for maintenance of the Club By-Laws.

Secretary/Treasurer:  Shall take and maintain the minutes of all club meetings and keep all records and documents related to club business.  He/she prepares club correspondence with other organizations or entities.

The Secretary/Treasurer is accountable for all funds received, paying expenses, the preparation of monthly and annual financial reports and all monetary records and documents.

The Secretary/Treasurer shall maintain an email notification listing of all members in good standing and use this list to send notice of upcoming meetings and events to the membership.

Range Captain:  Shall direct and supervise maintenance of the club archery range and enforce range rules and safety.  The Range Captain checks regularly to ensure that range rules are properly posted at the range.

The Range Captain advises on range plans, proposed changes to range structure (including target moves), safety rules and other changes by presenting proposals to the officers and members at club meetings.

The Range Captain may organize a range committee and volunteer group to assist in construction, clean up and safety enforcement. The Range Captain shall ensure volunteers are properly educated on safety rules to be enforced and enforcement procedures.

The Range Captain or his designee serves as Shoot Director for PTA sponsored shoots. The Shoot Director and PTA officers are responsible for supervising club shoots.

The Range Captain monitors and enforces the two (2) work day per year requirement of all members. Those who do not meet this work requirement will be reported to the President for appropriate action.

Target Captain:  Shall assist the Range Captain in supervising range maintenance and is responsible for range target procurement, replacement and disposal of used targets.  The Target Captain may organize a target committee and/or volunteers to assist in all areas of target procurement and maintenance.  He/she will work directly with the Range Captain in determining set up and positioning of targets.

Target Captain assists the Range Captain in logging and reporting member work days.

Membership Officer:  Shall be responsible for all aspects of attracting and processing new members.  He/she will engage in activities to promote PTA to area traditional shooters, compound shooters who may be interested in traditional archery and to others who may be interested in taking up archery.

The Membership Officer shall oversee the making of various information sheets, posters, mailers and other appropriate devices designed to attract potential members. He/she shall maintain membership records. 

The Membership Officer shall maintain the applications for membership and oversee distribution as requested.  He/she will process applications and present those received at the next open meeting for acceptance vote.  Any incomplete applications received will not be presented for vote, but will be reported at the meeting along with any applications that may not meet the minimum requirements, or may be questionable.

The Membership Officer signs and issues membership cards and issues new member packets upon acceptance for membership.

The Membership Officer will maintain the active membership roster and provide the name and email address of each new member along with any changes to existing member’s email address to the Secretary/Treasurer for updating the notification email list. Updates on new members shall not be sent to the Secretary/Treasurer until after the acceptance vote.

Section IV:  Vacancies

In the event a vacancy occurs, the remaining officers shall appoint a replacement to serve until the next annual meeting election, except that if the vacancy is the President, the Vice President shall assume his/her duties and a Vice President will be appointed to serve until the next election.

ARTICLE IV:  Membership

Section I Membership qualifications and requirements 

A. Membership in this club shall be open to traditional archery shooters 16 years of age or older and their families.  Persons under 16yrs desiring membership must be included in a family membership. 

B. To remain a member in good standing, members must abide by the rules and By-Laws of this club, to include following all range safety rules and general archery safe practices. COMITTING UNSAFE ACTS ON THE CLUB RANGE, AT ANY CLUB FUNCTION OR WHILE REPRESENTING THE CLUB AT ANY OTHER FUNCTION OR LOCATION MAY RESULT IN REMOVAL FROM CLUB MEMBERSHIP. (Any act on property or in a structure used by the club for any function shall be considered “on club property”, including Prairie Center property)

C. All members shall sign an Insurance Waiver/Release Form. All members bringing a guest to the range are responsible for having the guest sign a Waiver/Release Form. Members who bring guests are responsible for any damage caused by that guest.  Non member guests are NOT allowed to shoot on the PTA club range unless accompanied by a member in good standing.

D. Club members are expected to be “Stewards” of the archery sport by respecting laws and promoting safe practices whether range shooting, hunting or teaching others.

E. Club fees:

a. New memberships, adult, family or junior, will pay an initiation fee of $50.00 upon joining Prairie Traditional Archers 

b. All members, including new members will pay annual club dues:

i. $40.00 for a single adult membership, or

ii. $50.00 for a family membership, or 

iii. $15.00 for a junior membership (youth members under 16yrs.)

F. Annual membership renewal fees are due on January 1st and will be considered delinquent on March 1st.  Unpaid memberships expire on March 31st.  Any member who allows his/her membership to expire will be expected to repay the Initiation Fee if they re-join.

G. New member fees may be prorated to ½ the fee if the member joins after June 30th. Initiation Fee is NOT prorated.

H. All members will be expected to participate in two (2) work days per year. Failure to participate may result in a fine of $25.00.  New members with less than 6 months service at year’s end will not be charged $25.00, but are still encouraged to participate in as many work days as possible.

a. The club will be expected to clean up the range and clubhouse once in the spring and again in the fall. In addition, shooting events on the range or camping events at Prairie Center will require clean up afterwards. 

b. Volunteer youth education events sponsored by the club will also count as work days. 

c.  Sign up with the Range Captain or Target Captain.

I. Any member may be removed from the club’s membership roster for gross misconduct. Gross misconduct is any act or acts which are deemed detrimental to the club, whether or not the act or acts were committed during a club function.  

Officers may be removed from office if they miss three (3) meetings without prior notification to the President.

Motions for removal or dismissal shall be made at a regular club meeting and will be determined by 2/3 vote of the attending members.

Section II Charter Membership

The Prairie Traditional Archers club shall extend the status of Charter Member to those who join and pay the first year fees no later than April 15, 2009. These members shall hereinafter be issued member cards that plainly exhibit this status. 

The PTA club may honor Charter Members in the future by extending special consideration at events and functions as enumerated by club resolution.

Section III Guests

Members may bring guests who are interested in joining PTA to an open club meeting so they can experience the club and ask questions of the members.  Members may bring a guest(s) to shoot or observe and the range, but must explain the range rules to them and insure that they abide at all times during their visit.
Members must be present with their guests at all times while on the range, except at special events that specifically allow non-member shooters.  Guests ARE NOT allowed to shoot on the club archery range unless they are accompanied by a member in good standing.  Guests are limited to 5 visits in a calendar year. 

Members will be issued a Range Pass and should wear it in plain sight while shooting on the range. This will identify our authorized member shooters and assist in identifying any unauthorized persons who may attempt to sneak onto the range. Members should remember that they pay for the targets and do the work. Non members should not be allowed to take advantage of our investment for free.

ARTICLE  V:  Meetings

Section I Annual Meeting

An annual meeting will be held each January for the purpose of approving the annual financial report, electing officers (odd years), changing the By-Laws and other such business coming before the membership at that time.

The annual meeting must include a majority of the officers and at least 15% of the club membership.

Section II Regular Meetings

Regular meeting schedules will be determined by vote of the members. Generally, meetings will be scheduled monthly.

Section III Officers Meeting

Special Officer’s meetings may be called by the President, as needed, to coordinate and regulate items of club business.

Section IV Meeting Scheduling and Quorum

At the close of each meeting, next meeting dates may be finalized with the members present. The Secretary shall provide an email notification to the member base with date, time and location of the next meeting.  The current member email list will be used by the Secretary for this notification. It is the member’s responsibility to ensure that their correct email address is on file with the Membership Officer.

A quorum sufficient for club transactions shall be no less than a majority of the officers and 15% of the membership
ARTICLE VI:  Voting

Each member in good standing shall have one vote. Family memberships shall have two votes.  Normal club voting requires that the member be present at the meeting to cast his/her vote.  

Major club transactions (deemed so by the President or majority of officers) may extend voting privilege to all members, whether present or not via email voting process.  In this case, the Secretary will send out the query for vote in an email message along with a deadline and phone contact for questions. Only votes received by the deadline will be counted. Members will be given a minimum of two weeks to respond.

Annual election of officers will be by nomination (prior to the annual meeting) and voting by all members at the annual meeting. Electronic voting, via email will be allowed for members prior to the annual meeting, if they cannot attend.

ARTICLE VII:  Revenues and Expenditures 

Section I Club funds
The club shall be supported by membership fees and revenue from shoots and other activities sponsored by the club for the purpose of raising funds.  This club is NOT FOR PROFIT.  Funds raised will be used to acquire and replace targets and other club equipment.  Funds may also be used to support our approved youth training programs and other uses as may be approved by the club’s membership.

All club revenues shall be deposited by the Secretary/Treasurer, or their approved designee.  The Secretary/Treasurer will provide an accounting of the funds to the members at each open club meeting with a detailed report at the annual meeting in January.

Expenditures over Twenty Five ($25.00) dollars require approval of a majority of the PTA Officers. All expenditures will be disclosed to the club’s membership during open meetings, per above paragraph.

Club banking accounts shall require the signature of the Secretary/Treasurer or President for withdrawal of funds. 

No club officer shall be co-signatory on any check from the club made payable to him or a family member.  In addition, no two officers from the same family shall be co-signatory on checks.

No club member shall receive monetary gain from any club function, except for a legally licensed business owned by a member furnishing product or services to the club and functioning at the request of the club.  No member of the club may personally profit, from their business or otherwise, while serving as an officer of the club.

Section II Financial Statements

The Secretary/Treasurer shall prepare a written statement for the officers of the club on a monthly basis. When there is an open club meeting during the month, the statement shall be read aloud to attending members.

The Secretary/Treasurer shall prepare an annual statement to be presented at the annual PTA meeting.

Section III Fees for Club Events and Functions

Fees for club shoots and other club activities shall be individually set by vote of the Officers.

Methods of fee collection and payment of event expenses shall be set by vote of the Officers.

ARTICLE VIII:  Club Activities and Functions

The club shall, from time to time, organize functions for the benefit of its members such as “Club Shoots” on the archery range, family gatherings or picnics, youth shoots and/or archery education events. 

Club members may also participate in activities sponsored by other groups for the purpose of archery education.  No member shall attend another organization’s function as a representative of (on behalf of, or in the official capacity of) Prairie Traditional Archers without prior approval of the officers. This in no way prohibits members from attending other events while wearing PTA logos, or from telling others about PTA.

While PTA is a traditional only club, other archers, including compound bow shooters may be invited to certain club functions, with the advance approval of the officers, for fundraising purposes or to provide traditional archery education or exposure.

The PTA may sponsor activities for the purpose of attracting new members.  Non archers and other non traditional archers may be invited to such events.

The PTA may use club funds to purchase prizes and/or refreshments for sponsored events, provided that first priority to acquire funds will be from donations and volunteers. Approved vendors and member businesses may also be considered.

Article IX:  Range and Clubhouse Rules

Section I Range

All archery shooting is restricted to the range area which includes those placed on the wooded range trail and target butts in the open range area. There is also a tree stand shot at the northwest edge of the open target area. Special arial, long range and game shoots may be organized for the open area, but must be set up and approved by the Range Captain in advance.
The Range Captain also serves as Range Safety Officer and as such will enforce range safety rules, see Appendix I - Range Safety Rules. The Range Captain, or his designee, may remove anyone from the range who commits or is committing unsafe acts. Any member refusing to leave when directed to do so by the Range Captain, or his designee, may be permanently barred from the range and/or dismissed from PTA per club dismissal procedure.

The Range Captain, or his designee, may refuse entry of any person to the range who is not using proper and safe equipment, or who is not familiar with range safety rules.

Non members are not allowed to use the archery range except as permitted by these covenants or when properly registered as a member’s guest  or when participating in approved PTA sponsored open shoot activities. Violators should be reported to the PTA Range Captain, his designee, a PTA club officer. Children under the age of 16yrs must be accompanied by an adult member.

Each person on the range is responsible for policing their own mess.  Take all trash with you when you leave. 

ARTICLE X:  By-Laws Maintenance

PTA Club By-Laws shall be provided to each new member upon acceptance into the club.
The Vice President is responsible for maintenance of the club By-Laws.  Any changes must be accepted by vote of the membership, usually at the annual meeting in January. Each time a revision is made, the revision date will be updated.  If revisions occur during any year, the updated version will be provided to the membership at the next meeting following formal approval at the annual meeting. The Vice President should bring copies of the By-Laws to regular meetings for new members and those who did not attend the annual meeting.
Failure to abide by, or violation of, the club By-Laws shall be grounds for dismissal from the club. This includes violating club values. An order of dismissal shall be by vote of the membership (see ART IV, Sec I).
ARTICLE XI:  Values

Prairie Traditional Archers Club seeks to encourage and continue the spirit of traditional archery.

PTA values the use of traditional equipment in archery shooting, both longbow and recurves.

We value the education of archery and vow to support youth archery training programs by participation in Prairie Center youth training programs, school programs and other educational opportunities as may arise. We will make deliberate effort to seek out opportunities to educate in the sport of archery.

We value honesty and the competitive spirit

We value nature and wildlife and support fair chase hunting

We value honesty and companionship

We strive to sponsor events that promote fellowship opportunities for all of our members, families, friends and further vow to hold open events that encourage other archery enthusiasts to participate.

PTA will work to build an organization and image that is a benefit and source of pride for us and the community.

Article XII: Organizational Responsibility

Prairie Traditional Archers accepts no responsibility for personal injury or financial responsibility for its members.  All members accept responsibility for their own actions.

Members accept liability for damage and or injury caused by their guests at club events or on club property, including the archery range.

Prairie Traditional Archers will maintain a general liability insurance policy for personal injury or damage of not less than $1,000,000.00. This fact is not to be interpreted as acceptance of any liability whatsoever by Prairie Traditional Archers Club.

Article XIII: Acceptance and Amendments

These By-Laws may be re-written, altered or amended by majority vote of the officers, or majority vote of the members at a club meeting, provided that a minimum quorum as set forth in Article V, Section IV must be met.

The foregoing By-Laws were adopted by a Board of Directors and member vote on the _28th__ day of February_, 2009.

__________________________________     

_________________________________

President: Ricky Sadler




Vice President: David Poore

__________________________________

Secretary/Treasurer: Mel Riley
Appendix I – Archery Range Rules

Any violation of these rules should be reported to a PTA officer.  Corrective action taken may range from temporary disbarment from the range to removal from PTA club. Disposition will be determined by vote of the officers or membership.
1. Range hours are sunrise to sunset. All Prairie Center property closes at dusk, see posted signs. 

2. Club members must carry their membership card while on the range.

3. Shooters must wear their Range Pass plainly visible on their outermost clothing and should challenge any shooter not wearing a visible Range Pass. Report violators to a PTA club officer or Prairie Center official.

4. While on the range, PTA members must show their club I. D. card upon demand to any other PTA club member or Prairie Center official.

5. No alcohol allowed on the range or on Prairie Center property.

6. Night shooting is only allowed at authorized night shooting events sponsored by PTA and PC.

7. Range is restricted to PTA club members and invited guests. It is the member’s responsibility to ensure that guests complete an Accident Waiver Form and mail to PTA, or deposit it in the Kiosk before entering the Range.  Members are responsible for the actions of, or damage caused by their guests.

8. Shooting with a partner is recommended.

9. Shooters should follow designated paths throughout the range. No browsing off paths except to retrieve arrows behind missed targets. Shooters retrieving missed arrows should have a companion at the target, or hang their bow on the target if alone, to warn others that a shooter is “down range”.

10. Archers must shoot at designated targets ONLY!  NO INDISCRIMINATE STUMP SHOOTING!

11. Shooters should carry a cell phone, if possible, to call 911 in case of emergency. Otherwise, there is a first aid kit and phone at the Prairie Center office.

12. Bows should be pointed down range at all times when drawn with an arrow nocked.

13. Do not shoot above the targets.

14. Do not shoot at any wildlife.

15. Positively no shooting at a target if there is another person down range. Down range means anyone forward of the shooting line.

16. No moving of target butts.

17. No broad heads may be shot or carried on Prairie Center property, including the archery range. It is the responsibility of the member to check his/her quiver and other equipment to ensure none are present before entering the property.

18. Firearms and pets are not allowed on the range.

19. Horseplay, verbal or physical harassment, intimidation, or other acts of misconduct are not allowed OR TOLERATED on the range or any grounds used by the club for its activities.
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